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						Welcome to DPDx, a website developed and maintained by CDC’s Division of Parasitic Diseases and Malaria (DPDM). DPDx uses the Internet to strengthen diagnosis of parasitic diseases, both in the United States and abroad. This interactive and rapid exchange of information, allied with already available diagnostic reference resources, will enhance our capacity to address the global problem of parasitic diseases.

For that purpose, DPDx offers two complementary functions:

	A Reference and Training function, in which all users can browse through concise reviews of parasites and parasitic diseases, including an image library and a review of recommended procedures for collecting, shipping, processing, and examining biologic specimens. Most of the material is free of copyright and users are welcome to store and copy material in the public domain (please, kindly cite the source). Copyrighted material includes the life cycle images of Blastocystis and Pneumocystis, and electron micrograph images of Gnathostoma; if users are interested in publishing these items, they must obtain permission from the original copyright holder.
	A Diagnostic Assistance function, in which laboratory and other health professionals can ask questions and/or send digital images of specimens for expedited review and consultation with DPDx staff. This assistance is free of charge.


Potential DPDx applications include:

	Training and continuing education of laboratorians, using material collected by CDC or contributed by other institutions
	Provision to health facilities worldwide of diagnostic assistance by CDC staff backed up when needed by experts from other institutions
	Diagnostic quizzes for self-assessment of laboratorians’ skills
	Informal, early detection of unusually clustered, atypical or emerging parasitic diseases


If you wish to contribute diagnostic images or information of particular interest, or make comments or suggestions, please contact the DPDx team.





DPDx A-Z Index
A-Z index of Parasitic Conditions





Diagnostic Procedures
DPDx is an education resource designed for health professionals and laboratory scientists.





Diagnostic Assistance
DPDx is a website developed and maintained by CDC's Division of Parasitic Diseases and Malaria (DPDM)





Training
Malaria RDT Training Video





Contact Us
DPDx is a website developed and maintained by CDC's Division...
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A 42-year-old State Park employee sought medical care due to fatigue, insomnia, intermittent bloating, and mild anemia.


More
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56-year-old Korean immigrant sought medical attention for non-specific abdominal pain and mild, intermittent diarrhea.


More












				


													
		
							
					
				
					


DPDx is an educational resource designed for health professionals and laboratory scientists. For an overview including prevention, control, and treatment visit www.cdc.gov/parasites/.

									

			

							
					
						Last Reviewed:  October 5, 2023						Source: 	Global Health, Division of Parasitic Diseases and Malaria


					

					
						
    	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Syndicate



					

				

						

				
			
				homeDPDx Home

	Parasites A-Z Index
	DPDx Case Studies
	Diagnostic Proceduresplus icon
	Blood Specimensplus icon
	Safety
	Specimen Collection
	Specimen Processing
	Shipment
	Staining
	Microscopic examination
	Molecular diagnosis
	Extraction of DNA from blood specimens
	Detection of parasite antigens
	Isolation of organisms
	Special tests



	Stool Specimensplus icon
	Safety
	Specimen Collection
	Specimen Processing
	Shipment
	Staining
	Microscopic examination
	Detection of parasite antigens
	Molecular diagnosis
	Extraction of Parasite DNA from Fecal Specimens
	Morphologic comparison of intestinal parasites



	Serum/Plasma Specimensplus icon
	Safety
	Specimen Requirements
	Specimen Submission
	Detection of Antibodies
	Antibody Detection Test



	Other Specimensplus icon
	Shipment
	Tissue
	Tissue specimens for free-living amebae(FLA)
	Isolation of Leishmania organisms
	Sputum
	Aspirates
	Sputum, induced sputum, and bronchoalveolar avage (BAL)
	Vaginal swabs for diagnosis
	Procedure for demonstration of pinworm eggs
	Urine
	Whole Organisms






	Diagnostic Assistance
	Training
	Contact Us
	About Our Division


			
			
				   
Social_govd
    



Get Email Updates
			To receive email updates about this page, enter your email address:
														Email Address									
			
												What's this?				
									Submit				
			
											
	


					
											

								
		
				

		

				
								
						

							 
	
		
			
					About CDC
	Contact Us
	800-232-4636


			

			
				
					Facebook
					Twitter
					Instagram
					LinkedIn
					Youtube
					Pinterest
					Snapchat
				

			

		

	

	
			
				CONTACT CDC
				
					
						
							

								
									
								

								
									Contact Us
								

							

							
								
									
								

								
									Call 800-232-4636
								

							

							
								
									
								

								
									Email Us
								

							

						
					

				

			
	
				ABOUT CDC
				
					
							About CDC
	Jobs
	Funding


					

				

			
	
				POLICIES
				
					
							Accessibility
	External Links
	Privacy
	Policies
	No Fear Act
	FOIA
	OIG
	Nondiscrimination
	Vulnerability Disclosure Policy


					

				

			
	
				CONNECT WITH US
				 
					
						

								



	Facebook
	Twitter
	Instagram
	LinkedIn



							
									Youtube
	Pinterest
	Snapchat
	Email



						
					

				

			
				
				LANGUAGES
				
					
							Español
	繁體中文
	Tiếng Việt
	한국어
	Tagalog
	Русский
	العربية
	Kreyòl Ayisyen
	Français
	Polski
	Português
	Italiano
	Deutsch
	日本語
	فارسی
	English


					

				

			


	



						
					
											
							
								
	
			U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
	Accessibility
	External Links
	Privacy
	Policies
	No Fear Act
	FOIA
	Nondiscrimination
	OIG
	Vulnerability Disclosure Policy
	USA.gov


	




							

						

								
		












	
		
		
		
		
	
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
	


	
	
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	

	
		
	

	
		
	

	
	
		
	

	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
		
	

	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
		
		
	
	
		
	
		
		
			Exit Notification / Disclaimer Policy

			
				Close
				
					
				
			
		

		
			Links with this icon  indicate that you are leaving the CDC website.

				The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) cannot attest to the accuracy of a non-federal website.
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